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Introduction
Thank you for your interest in participating in this research project. The following few pages will provide you with further information about the project, so that you can decide if you would like to take part in this research. 
Please take the time to read this information carefully. You may ask questions about anything you don’t understand or want to know more about.
Your participation is voluntary. If you don’t wish to take part, you don’t have to. If you begin participating, you can also stop at any time without penalty.
What is this research about?
This project aims to understand how the design of biomedical sciences diagrams influences how students learn and comprehend information. We are particularly interested in whether diagram design affects students differently depending on their cognitive profile – including students who identify as neurotypical and students with and without formal diagnosis of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). The project aims to improve the design of biomedical sciences learning materials, ensuring that diagrams are more accessible and effective for a wider range of learners.



What will I be asked to do?
If you agree to take part, you will first be asked to complete a short survey collecting demographic information. This will include information such as your age, biological sex, level of study, language background, ADHD diagnosis or assessment status, and any current medication use. This will include whether you identify as neurotypical or as having ADHD (either through clinical diagnosis or self-identification), as well as brief questions about ADHD traits and your prior knowledge of the diagrams’ content.

The ADHD questionnaire used in this study is the Adult ADHD Self-Report Scale (ASRS-v1.1). It is being used only as a research screening and participant-characterisation measure. It does not provide a clinical diagnosis of ADHD, and individual questionnaire scores will not be provided to participants as diagnostic feedback.

You will then complete a computer-based task in which you will view and interpret a series of biomedical diagrams. During this task, your eye movements are recorded using a screen-based eye-tracking device. The eye tracker uses an infrared camera to capture an image of your eyes so that it can estimate where you are looking and no physical contact with you is required. The tracker may temporarily retain a face video associated with the eye tracking, but these will be deleted and will not be retained. After viewing each diagram, you will complete a short comprehension test, followed by a brief interview about your experience with the diagrams. The interview will be audio recorded and transcribed using Microsoft Word Transcribe through the University of Melbourne Microsoft 365 environment and the accuracy of the transcription checked by the experimenter. The resulting transcript will be stored in the restricted University-managed project storage and will be de-identified before analysis.

Your total participation time will be approximately 90 minutes. You may take a break during the session if required. 
What are the possible benefits?
We do not anticipate any direct benefits to the individual participants of this study.

The findings from this study are expected to help improve how educational diagrams are designed and used, making learning materials more accessible and effective for students with diverse learning needs. The research aims to contribute to more inclusive, evidence-based teaching practices that support equity in higher education.

As a thank you for your time, participants who complete the full session will receive an electronic gift card to the value of $50.

If you choose to withdraw at any point after commencing the study but before completing the full session, you will still receive the gift card.
What are the possible risks?
The risks associated with this study are considered minimal. Possible risks include mild fatigue or eye strain from screen use during the computer task — you may request a rest break. You will be asked to share information about your cognitive profile, including ADHD status. This is sensitive personal information. While all data will be de-identified prior to analysis, we acknowledge that sharing this information may feel uncomfortable for some participants. You may withdraw at anytime without penalty.

To protect your privacy, your email address (if provided for e-gift card distribution) will be separated from your research responses immediately upon collection by a member of the research team who is not involved in data analysis. All data will be stored securely and reported in aggregated, anonymous form only. Your participation will never be used to identify you for assessment purpose. Only aggregated data will be reported in publications. All your responses will remain anonymous during reporting and publication. 

Do I have to take part?
No. Participation is completely voluntary and you may withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without any penalty or consequences to you. The researchers involved may be the subject coordinators or co-ordinators of subjects in which you are currently enrolled in. However, your decision to participate or not participate will not be shared with the researchers in these roles, and will have no bearing or impact on your academic assessment, grades, or standing within your subject. 

If you choose to withdraw from the study, you may also request removal of research data that can still be linked to you. You can do this by contacting the research team using the contact details provided in this statement. Withdrawal of data can be done up to two weeks after participating. Withdrawing from the study after commencing the study will not affect you receiving the gift card.
Will I hear about the results of this project?
These results will be published as a Master's research project. They may also be published as a journal article, or as a conference paper. A summary of the results of the research will be available to interested participants. You may register your interest with the research team by emailing them. 

Once the study has been completed and the findings are available, a summary of the research findings will be published on this webpage.
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What will happen to information about me?
All collected data will be stored on the University of Melbourne Microsoft SharePoint cloud storage and the electronic lab notebook, LabArchives, a secure electronic research data platform. All data will be de-identified prior to storage and analysis. De-identified data (eye-movements and/or interview data) may be used in future research related to student engagement and educational resources by the listed researchers. Consent to future of data can be withdrawn for up to two weeks after participation. Any future use will not occur without ethics approval. By consenting to participate, you agree to this potential secondary use of your anonymised data. The data will be retained for a minimum of 5 years after the most recent publication. The confidentiality of the information you provide will be safeguarded subject to any legal requirements.
Who is funding this project?
This work was funded by a University of Melbourne Learning and Initiative Grant ($29,000) to enhance Teaching, Learning and student experience at The University of Melbourne.
Where can I get further information?
If you would like more information about the project, please contact the researchers; Angelina Fong (angelina.fong@unimelb.edu.au). If you wish to be informed about the results of this study, you can register your interest via email to 
neuro-vizdesign@unimelb.edu.au.
Who can I contact if I have any concerns about the project?
This project has human research ethics approval from The University of Melbourne 34240. If you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of this research project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you should contact the Research Integrity Administrator, Office of Research Ethics and Integrity, University of Melbourne, VIC 3010. Tel: +61 3 8344 1376 or Email: research-integrity@unimelb.edu.au. All complaints will be treated confidentially. In any correspondence please provide the name of the research team and/or the name or ethics ID number of the research project.
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