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Celebrating 5 Years of Excellence
Since 2015

The University of Melbourne has been teaching and researching
biomedical sciences for almost 160 years. And, today more than ever,
the world needs biomedical scientists, medical researchers, doctors
and health professionals - people who are exceptionally well prepared
for the challenges of contemporary health delivery and research.

In 2015, our School was established in Parkville, right in the heart of the
southern hemisphere’s largest biomedical precinct.

With world-class facilities and extraordinary collaboration
opportunities, students and researchers alike are working to improve
the lives of people around the world.

Under the leadership of the inaugural Head of School, Professor
Fabienne Mackay, we became one of the University’s largest and fastest
growing Schools with more than 500 staff and 2500 equivalent full-time
student enrolments each year.

In March 2020, Professor lan van Driel became Interim Head of School
before Professor Jennifer Wilkinson-Berka was appointed in August.
The vascular biologist is now paving the way for continued excellence
as the COVID-19 pandemic unfolds - a time when understanding the
human body has never been so important.

Thank you for being part of our School’s history and for contributing to
this critical field of advancing human health.

For School insights, research developments and events visit
biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au



https://vimeo.com/417409776
https://vimeo.com/417409776
http://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au

ATIMELINE OF EXCELLENCE

>2015

Professor Fabienne Mackay was appointed the
inaugural Head of School.

The new School’s official launch was in
September hosted by then Provost Professor
Margaret Sheil.

Professor Shitij Kapur was appointed
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry
and Health Sciences and Assistant Vice-
Chancellor (Health).

* Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2016/19.

The School established the
SBS Early and Mid-Career
Salary Guarantee Award.

A precursor to the Faculty
Dame Kate Campbell Awards.

The School’s HOOL OF
. OMEDICAL
Early-Mid Career IENCES

Researchers
Association (EMCRA) was
formed to support level Aand B
postdoctoral researchers.

The School held its first
Biomedical Sciences Day in
collaboration with the Gene
Technology Access Centre for
high-school students from
regional and disadvantaged areas.

The University was ranked #16 in the
world for clinical, pre-clinical and
health - compared to #9 in 2019*.

Professor
Leann Tilley
(Biochemistry
and Molecular
Biology)
established
the Georgina Sweet Awards for
Women in Quantitative Biomedical
Science as part of her Australian
Research Council Laureate
Fellowship.

The first School eNewsletter was sent in September.
The School’s Marketing Communications & Events
team now distribute more than 30 email campaigns a
year and published a record 140 web articles in 2019.

The Centre for Stem Cell Systems
opened supporting a
deeper understanding
of this emerging
research field across
the University.

Advancing Human Health

CELEBRATING
FIVE YEARS



https://about.unimelb.edu.au/newsroom/news/2016/may/melbourne-appoints-new-dean-of-medicine
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/research/emcra
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/research/emcra
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/research/emcra
https://mdhs.unimelb.edu.au/equity-and-diversity/georgina-sweet-laureate-fellowship
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/departments/anatomy-and-neuroscience/engage/cscs

2017

An Industry Board was established,
and a Senior Academic Fellow
Commercialisation appointed.

Associate Professor Jenny Hayes
won the University Award for

- Excellence in Engagement: Public
SrvoewsSociry Value and the MDHS Award for
Program Innovation for the
development and impact of the
Commemorative Thanksgiving
Service. The service acknowledges
the generosity of our donors as part
of the largest Body Donor Program
in Australia.

© Bendigo Bani
The Biomedicine Student Society raised B
$25,000 at the Biomed Ball for Muscular N

Dystrophy Australia. o TWenty- Five THOWAND 2 $125,000

The Virtual Reality Heart Project
secured MDHS Learning and
Teaching Initiative Seed Funding. In
2018, 1200 first-year students used
the program.

»2018

The Bachelor of Biomedicine
welcomed more than 700 commencing
students - up from 480 in 2015.

Professor Laura Mackay
(Microbiology and

Immunology) was appointed
the first female president

of the Federation of
Immunological Societies of
Asia-Oceania.

Dr Terry Mulhern
(Biochemistry and

Molecular Biology) received
the University’s David
White Award for Teaching
Excellence.

The Master of
Biomedical

Sciences Enterprise
Specialisation was
launched by Lynn
Langer-Johnson from
collaborative partner
institution Johns
Hopkins University.

The Australian Venom Research Unit
(Pharmacology and Therapeutics) was a proud
launch partner of International Snakebite
Awareness Day on 19 September.


https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/creating-bioentrepreneurs-enterprise-specialisation-launch3
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/creating-bioentrepreneurs-enterprise-specialisation-launch3
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/departments/pharmacology/news-and-events/international-snakebite-awareness-day-launch
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/departments/pharmacology/news-and-events/international-snakebite-awareness-day-launch
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/school-staff-receive-university-of-melbourne-excellence-awards
https://www.facebook.com/biomedbear.unimelb/photos/pcb.731258357058142/731256190391692/?type=3&theater
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/school-successful-in-obtaining-seed-funding-for-learning-and-teaching-initiiative
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/dr-laura-mackay-appointed-as-the-first-female-president-of-fimsa

Building 125 opened - Australia’s most
sophisticated life sciences teaching
and learning facility, including custom
designed biomedical science spaces.

2019

The MJ Gething Gender Equality Award was
announced to help early career researchers
continue career momentum while also
having significant caring responsibilities. ] More than 70 final year Biomedicine students met
The Savan.t Thakur Merporlal. some of the School’s most esteemed alumni at the
Scholarshipiwas establishediin inaugural Career Roundtable Breakfast in August.
hono.ur of the late Department of An opportunity for students to think about the
Physiology PhD candidate. diverse pathways a Bachelor of Biomedicine offers.

e i,

I

The School launched E-meet a
Biomedical Scientist as part of National
Science Week. The campaign connects
budding students in years 9 - 12 with
University experts - many who are
global leaders in their research field.

Under the leadership of Dr Charles

Sevigny, the School opened a Digital

Learning Hub to help transform learning
The School hosted the and teaching through the collaborative
inaugural International use of innovative technologies.

Women’s Day,
My Brilliant Career event.

School researchers
at the Peter Doherty
Institute for Infection
and Immunity were
among the first in the

world to grow the coronavirus from a )
Professor Roy Robins-Browne patient sample. 75-year history. Berka started as the

received an Order of Australia for next Head of School
distinguished service to education ' on 3 August.

and research in

the field of microbiology
and immunology.

Professor Mackay accepted

the role of Director and CEO

of QIMR Berghofer Medical : Leading vascular
Research Institute in Brisbane. . biologist, Professor
The first female Director in its . L) Jennifer Wilkinson-

The Centre for Muscle

Research was officially

launched and Professor

Gordon Lynch named the e - Professor lan van Driel
inaugural director. It will - T was appointed Interim
develop tests and therapies "W -« Head of School in March.
to counteract muscle wasting —

disorders.

* Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2016/19.

To stay up to date with School of Biomedical Sciences news and events, visit


https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/biomedicine-precinct-expands-with-opening-of-new-life-sciences-complex
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/study/dlh
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/study/dlh
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/savant-thakur-memorial-scholarship
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/savant-thakur-memorial-scholarship
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/mj-gething-gender-equity-award-announced
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/iwd-2019-my-brilliant-career-podcast
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/a-gentleman-scientist-professor-roy-robins-browne
http://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au
https://about.unimelb.edu.au/newsroom/news/2020/january/melbourne-scientists-first-to-grow-and-share-novel-coronavirus
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/professor-ian-van-driel-new-head-of-school
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/departments/physiology/engage/centre-for-muscle-research
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/departments/physiology/engage/centre-for-muscle-research
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/professor-jennifer-wilkinson-berka-new-head-of-school
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/professor-jennifer-wilkinson-berka-new-head-of-school
https://biomedicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events/professor-jennifer-wilkinson-berka-new-head-of-school

School of Biomedical Sciences

(J +61383445820

Biomedsci-reception@unimelb.edu.au

Q@ Level 2 West Wing
Medical Building 181
The University of Melbourne Parkville
Victoria 3010 Australia

Produced by the School of Biomedical Sciences, Marketing,
Communications & Events
Written by Harriet Edmund

Connect with us
Kl Facebook.com/MDHS.UniMelb
¥ Twitter.com/UniMelbMDHS
O Youtube.com/user/UniMelbMDHS
#UnimelbSBS

Contact us
For information on our courses and entry requirements, contact Stop 1

Submit an enquiry online at ask.unimelb.edu.au
(J call 13 MELB (13 6352) + 61 39035 5511

@ Visit us at Stop 1 (Parkville): 757 Swanston Street
The University of Melbourne Victoria 3010 Australia

Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences Intellectual property

Copyright in this publication is owned by the University and no part of it may be reproduced without
the permission of the University. For further information, refer to:
unimelb.edu.au/governance/statutes

Statement on Privacy Policy

When dealing with personal or health information about individuals, the University of Melbourne is
obliged to comply with the Information Privacy Act 2000 and the Health Records Act 2001.

For further information, refer to: unimelb.edu.au/governance/compliance/privacy
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Disclaimer

The University endeavours to ensure that information contained in this publication is current and cor-
rect at the time of publishing. However, the University may change details relating to its courses from
time to time (such as subjects offered, fees or academic staff). You should not rely on this

publication to make any decision about making or accepting any application to study at the
University. Before doing so, you should contact the School or Faculty directly to ensure that the
relevant information is current and correct.

This does not affect any rights you may have under the Australian Consumer Law.
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